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Synopsis

A now classic text on the art, Why People Photograph gathers a selection of essays by the great
master photographer Robert Adams, tackling such diverse subjects as collectors, humor, teaching,
money and dogs. Adams also writes brilliantly on Edward Weston, Paul Strand, Laura Gilpin, Judith
Joy Ross, Susan Meiselas, Michael Schmidt, Ansel Adams, Dorothea Lange, and EugA"ne Atget.
The book closes with two essays on "working conditions" in the nineteenth- and twentieth-century
American West, and the essay "Two Landscapes." Adams writes: At our best and most fortunate we
make pictures because of what stands in front of the camera, to honor what is greater and more

interesting than we are.
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Customer Reviews

If you are not connected with any photography/art community, this book is for you. If none of your
friends has an MFA, and if you are in need of someone who can speak intelligently about
photography as art, then again, this book is for you. Robert Adams’ writing is clear, concise, and
insightful. Adams tells us why we photograph, for example, why we photograph landscapes. The
answers include: because the images are of "emblems of a land" (pages 146 and 163), because our
photographed subjects redefine us and is part of our biography (page 15), because art is "specifics
made universal" (page 120), and because "art is a discovery of harmony" (page 181). Adams
consoles photographers who come to realize that spending ten years doing photography won’t

necessarily result, e.g., in a contract for preparing a coffeetable book: "[tlhey may or may not make



a living by photography but they are alive by it" (page 15); and the experience of having an exhibit
where the photographer "stand[s] through the opening of an exhibition to which only officials have
come." (page 16). Adams reveals the secrets of some of the masters, e.g., Weston: "limbs and
torsos . . . treated as shapes to be enjoyed as one might the sight of a smooth stone" (page 64);
and Paul Strand: "he worked off axis as if it were a moral principle . . . but usually just slightly off
axis." (page 81) Robert Adams offers some critiques of the masters, e.g., of Paul Strand:
"[o]ff-centering is used here . . . it begins to seem formulaic (page 87); and of Ansel Adams: "l have
been derivative of myself for fifty years." (page 116). Robert Adams’ book is a stand-alone book,
that is, it does not require a knowledge of literature, art criticism, or history. The book is for the
layperson.

Download to continue reading...

Robert Adams: Why People Photograph: Selected Essays and Reviews Pearson Reviews &
Rationales: Nursing Fundamentals with "Nursing Reviews & Rationales" (3rd Edition) (Pearson
Nursing Reviews & Rationales) Pearson Reviews & Rationales: Medical-Surgical Nursing with
"Nursing Reviews & Rationales" (3rd Edition) (Pearson Nursing Reviews & Rationales) Robert
Adams: Beauty in Photography: Essays in Defense of Traditional Values Donald Judd: Complete
Writings 1959-1975: Gallery Reviews, Book Reviews, Articles, Letters to the Editor, Reports,
Statements, Complaints Pearson Reviews & Rationales: Child Health Nursing with Nursing Reviews
& Rationales (3rd Edition) Lippincott lllustrated Reviews: Pharmacology 6th edition (Lippincott
lllustrated Reviews Series) Lippincott’s lllustrated Reviews: Biochemistry, Fourth Edition
(Lippincott’s lllustrated Reviews Series) The Village Idiot Reviews: The Idiot Reviews, Book 1 Law,
Rulership, and Rhetoric: Selected Essays of Robert L. Benson The Adams-Jefferson Letters: The
Complete Correspondence Between Thomas Jefferson and Abigail and John Adams Consider the
Lobster and Other Essays (Selected Essays) Ansel Adams: The Camera (The Ansel Adams
Photography Series 1) The Fall of the House of Usher and Other Writings: Poems, Tales, Essays,
and Reviews (Penguin Classics) Why Tango: Essays on learning, dancing and living tango
argentino (Tango Essays Book 1) Robert Adams: Buildings in Colorado 1964-1980 & Rudolf
Schwarz: Architecture and Photography Dealing With Difficult People: Get to Know the Different
Types of Difficult People in the Workplace and Learn How to Deal With Them (How To Win People,
How To Influence People) Robert’s Rules: QuickStart Guide - The Simplified Beginner's Guide to
Robert’s Rules of Order Robert’'s Rules: QuickStart Guide - The Simplified Beginner's Guide to
Robert’s Rules of Order (Running Meetings, Corporate Governance) Robert Young Pelton’s The

World’s Most Dangerous Places: 5th Edition (Robert Young Pelton the World’s Most Dangerous


http://ebooksperfect.com/en-us/read-book/0Yv7X/robert-adams-why-people-photograph-selected-essays-and-reviews.pdf?r=UUoLDUT5K%2BNW3IJi7GfjXPD5AH7zPQpQtbYkQIRqGMNudjWAVLtOnREXLAHNXH22

Places)

Dmica


http://ebooksperfect.com/en-us/dmca

